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Are You Ready For A US DOT Audit?

 PREPARING FOR A DOT AUDIT

US DOT rules and regulations can sometimes be burdensome to the motor carrier industry.  However, the rules and regulations must be complied with and all necessary paper work must be in order.  Therefore, prior to an audit conducted by this office similar to the type the US DOT conducts the following major items must be located and available inspection.

	ITEM


	PURPOSE

	DRIVER QUALIFICATION FILES
	TO DETERMINE THE CARRIER’S COMPLIANCE WITH THE QUALIFICATION PROCESS WITH RESPECT TO NEW HIRES AND EXISTING DRIVERS.

	DRIVER LOGS
	CURRENT MONTH PLUS PAST SIX MONTHS FILED BY DRIVER BY DATE.  THIS INFORMATION IS NEEDED TO DETERMINE THE CARRIER’S COMPLIANCE EFFORTS WITH RESPECT TO THE HOURS OF SERVICE REGULATIONS.

	DRIVER TIME CARDS
	SAME PURPOSE AS THE DRIVER LOGS, HOWEVER, THE TIME CARDS WILL DETERMINE COMPLIANCE WITH THE 100 AIR MILE EXEMPTION RULES AND REGULATIONS.

	DRIVER PAYROLL RECORDS
	THIS INFORMATION IS NEEDED TO VERIFY DRIVER PAY.  A REVIEW OF THE PAYROLL RECORDS WILL INDICATE HOURS OF SERVICE VIOLATIONS AS WELL

	RANDOM DRUG TESTING RECAP FOR PREVIOUS YEAR PLUS CURRENT RECORDS FOR THIS YEAR.
	THIS DOCUMENT WILL DETAIL YOUR COMPLIANCE WITH THE RANDOM DRUG TESTING PROCEDURES

	PRE EMPLOYMENT DRUG TESTING INFORMATION 
	THIS INFORMATION WILL DETERMINE IF THE CARRIER MADE SURE THAT ALL DRIVER EMPLOYEES COVERED BY THE DRUG RULES HAS COMPLIED WITH SUCH RULES.

	ACCIDENT REGISTER
	VERIFY ACCIDENT HISTORY

	PUBLIC LIABILITY INSURANCE POLICY(IES)
	THIS INFORMATION IS USED TO VERIFY COMPLIANCE WITH THE PROTECTION OF THE PUBLIC.

	VEHICLE MAINTENANCE FILES FOR EACH POWER UNIT AND TRAILER
	THESE FILES WILL VERIFY THE COMPLIANCE LEVEL WITH THE MAINTENANCE REQUIREMENTS OF THE US DOT.

	DAILEY VEHICLE INSPECTION REPORTS
	CURRENT MONTH PLUS LAST THREE MONTHS DVIR’S SORTED BY VEHICLE.

	US DOT CITATION FILE
	THIS FILE IS COMPARED TO THE CITATIONS THAT ARE RECORDED BY THE US DOT.

	QUALIFICATION FILES OF PAST DRIVERS 
	THIS INFORMATION WILL DEMONSTRATE THAT A CARRIER IS ABLE TO SUPPLY INQUIRING MOTOR CARRIERS WITH ACCURATE PAST EMPLOYEE DATA.

	BILLS OF LADING
	A RANDOM REVIEW OF SPECIFIC B/L’S WILL VERIFY WHERE AND WHEN A DRIVER WAS ON A SPECIFIC DAY AND TIME.

	FUEL PURCHASE CHARGE ACCOUNTS INFORMATION
	A RANDOM REVIEW OF SPECIFIC DATES MATCHED TO FUEL PURCHASE RECORDS WILL VERIFY WHERE A DRIVER WAS ON A SPECIFIC DAY AND TIME.

	MILEAGE INFORMATION
	A DETAILED LISTING OF MILES GENERATED BY YOUR FLEET FOR THE LAST 12 MONTHS.


The audit that The Translaw Group, Inc. conducts is similar to the audit that you would experience if the US DOT conducted the audit.  You will receive a score based on the same criteria used by the US DOT along with a complete report and an Action Plan that can be followed in order to bring your operations into compliance. You will also have any opportunity to ask questions concerning the report along with any other questions relative to US DOT rules and regulations governing your motor carrier operations.  Additional information may be required as the audit progresses.

For more information or a specific question please feel free to call the Translaw Group, Inc.

The audit can usually be scheduled within a two to four week period and generally takes a minimum of one day at the carrier’s location with additional time required depending upon the number of driver qualification files that must be reviewed. 

Find out what your actual safety rating is before the US DOT does it for you.

THE TRANSLAW GROUP, INC.

TRANSPORTATION LOGISTICS, COMMERCE & REGULATORY PRACTICE

James M. Burns has been in private practice before the Interstate Commerce Commission, United States Department of Transportation, Federal Maritime Commission and various State Regulatory Agencies and a member of the Association for Transportation Law, Logistics and Policy since 1977.

A variety of interests represented include: Motor Carriers, Property Brokers, Non-Vessel Operating Common Carriers, Freight Forwarders and Private Fleet Operators.

Mr. Burns speaks frequently before numerous transportation related groups and associations, and conducts in-house training programs concerning transportation regulation for both Carriers and Shippers.

Visit the Translaw Group, Inc. on the web at www.transregs.com. 
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